
WILLIAM JEWELL COLLEGE GREAT THINKING

he Department of Education
works with other Arts and
Sciences Departments in the
College to provide breadth
and depth of content and
pedagogical knowledge in our
teacher education programs.

The mission of our teacher education programs is to
produce intentional teachers who:

• are able to research, analyze and synthesize 
new information/points of view;

• practice and acquire new skills;

• are able to use that knowledge and those 
skills to teach;

• reflect on and improve their own practice 
for the benefit of K-12 students.

The core teaching beliefs of the Department of
Education faculty – for ourselves, our students and
their K-12 students:

• High expectations drive achievement.

• Each individual possesses unique talents that 
must be developed.

• Teaching is a profession that demands 
specific knowledge, skills and dispositions.

• Learning is an active, life-long process.

• Instruction must be student-centered, 
challenging, and tied to assessment.

• Assessment must be used to improve 
instruction and foster individual growth.

• Teachers must advance equity and justice.

With these beliefs as a foundation the Department
of Education faculty, in collaboration with our arts
and sciences colleagues, have built teacher education
programs at William Jewell College that seek to
assist the student in the development of personal
characteristics for responsible citizenship and
effective professional teaching competence. 
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Distinctives

The Education Department at Jewell is designed
to give students “hands-on” experiences early in
their college careers. Students begin clinical field
experiences in classrooms early, in either their
first or second year. With downtown Kansas
City only twenty minutes away, field experiences
are in diverse urban, rural, and suburban
settings, giving future teachers a broad spectrum
of experiences.

Future educators will not only be well prepared
to teach, they will be prepared to address the
needs of a field that is ever-changing. Other
educational distinctives:

• The opportunity for teacher education 
students to study and teach abroad 
through the British Teacher 
Education program.

• William Jewell College has been 
certifying teachers for the State of 
Missouri since 1914 and has held 
membership in the American 
Association of Colleges of Teacher 
Education since 1959.

• Use of the Teacher Work Sample by 
WJC student teachers to demonstrate 
that they have produced learning gains 
in their students.

• Teachers prepared at WJC quickly 
assume leadership roles in schools. 
Many go on to become school 
administrators or master teachers.
Several have achieved the prestigious 

National Board for Professional Teaching
Certification or have become Missouri 
STARR teachers.

• William Jewell teacher education 
programs have been approved by the 
Missouri State Board of Education in 
the following fields: 

• Elementary education 1-6
• Biology 9-12 
• Art K-12 
• Chemistry 9-12 
• French K-12 
• Physics 9-12 
• Spanish K-12 
• English **5-9, 9-12 
• Instrumental Music K-12 
• Mathematics **5-9, 9-12 
• Vocal Music K-12 
• Science **5-9, 9-12 
• Social Studies **5-9, 9-12 
• Physical Education 9-12 
• Speech and Theatre 9-12

Successful completion of any of these
programs of study leads to Missouri teacher
certification in that field/grade level. Middle
school certification (grades 5-9**) is available
only as a second field of certification which
must be added to a full teacher education
program; also, required middle school courses
are offered during even summers only. 

Are you ready to put your lesson plans into
action? Drop us an email, schedule a visit, or
call us toll free (1-888-2-JEWELL).
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