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English is recognized as one
of the best undergraduate
majors in preparation for
participation and leadership
in an increasingly fluid and
information-based society.
The English major is unique

in its interdisciplinary nature, drawing upon a range of
insights and methodologies from such disciplines as
history, philosophy, psychology, religion, and sociology.

Through the study of great literature, you’ll
exercise your imagination and develop scholarly
discipline and expertise, the ability to perform
research and to read and write with sensitivity and
rigor. You’ll likely discover, as well, on larger and
richer and more subtle levels than you might have
thought possible, what it means to be human, the
ultimate subject of all literary study.

Distinctives

As an English major at William Jewell College, you
can choose one of three emphases – literature,
writing, or teaching – based, respectively, upon your
professional goals: to enter a graduate program in
English, law, or journalism; to enter a non-academic
profession in, for example, business or advertising; or
to enter the teaching profession at the secondary level. 

English at William Jewell is in fact a great major for
today’s world of work, preparing you for a range of
careers in a shifting job market, developing and
sharpening high-level skills in critical thinking and
oral and written communication. Additionally,
you’ll have the opportunity to take a “career paths”
course, in which English alumni return to discuss
their professional tracks and to offer advice. You
can also take advantage of a number of on- and off-
campus opportunities:

• Because of the College’s proximity to 
Kansas City, William Jewell English majors 
can take part in a range of internship and 
mentorship experiences with area 
newspapers, magazines, businesses, and 
nonprofit agencies.En
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• At the College, 
English majors 
can serve as 
writing proctors 
or mentors for 
first-year students
who are developing
their writing 
skills across 
the curriculum.

• English majors 
can develop 
and expand their 
own genre-specific writing 
and  editing skills by 
working for The Hilltop 
Monitor–Jewell’s student-
run newspaper–and 
Inscape–Jewell’s student-
produced literary magazine.

• English majors are advised 
in the process of submitting 
their creative and scholarly
manuscripts to journals 
and conferences and are 
encouraged to participate 
in the annual David Nelson
Duke Undergraduate 
Colloquium, an event 
in which students from 
across the academic 
disciplines present their 
work to the College and 
local community.

• Eligible English majors can 
be admitted to Sigma Tau 
Delta, the International 
English Honor Society.

To find out more about the English
major at William Jewell College,
drop us an e-mail, schedule a visit, or
call us toll free at 1-888-2-JEWELL. 
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